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ON THE ROAD
By Norm Bowers, Local Road Engineer
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C O U N T Y COMMENT

Parking Restrictions 
in Rural Areas

A few land owners use the road right-of-way 
to store farm equipment and vehicles. They 
may own hundreds of acres, yet park in a 

location that is an obstruction to maintenance and 
a hazard to the travelling public. It seems to me 
that parking next to the road makes the farm look kind of trashy 
and invites vandalism and theft, and that is probably the reason 
most people refrain from parking next to the road. But we deal 
with a lot of people, and some of those park vehicles near the road 
for days, or weeks or months, as shown in Figure 1.

There is no doubt that items parked on the right-of-way are 
obstructions and we have a duty to remove obstructions. I have 
written an article on obstructions like fences, hay bales and farm 
implements. This article concerns motor vehicles. I am covering 
motor vehicles separately as there are laws specific to motor 
vehicles that make them easier to deal with than other types of 
obstructions. Occasional short-term parking is usually not an 
issue that we need to be concerned about. We have better things 
to do than give people a hard time that may be having a family 
gathering or a party. But parking on or near the road for days or 
even weeks may need our attention.

Parking on roadway in rural areas.
Parking on the street is usually necessary and expected in business 
and residence districts. But in rural areas parking on the road is 
not expected and can be a traffic hazard due to higher speeds and 
wide farm equipment. Blading around a parked vehicle is also 
problematic. In rural areas it is illegal to park on the roadway if 
practical to park off the road (see K.S.A. 8-1569). Every farm 
has enough acreage to park vehicles, so I would contend that that 
there is rarely justification for parking on the roadway. The law 
also requires that if a vehicle is parked on the roadway there has 
to be 200 feet of sight distance. So, if any part of the vehicle on 
is located on the roadway surface or the sight distance is less than 
200 feet then the following law would apply and the owner could 
be issued a ticket.  

https://www.facebook.com/KansasAssociationofCounties/?fref=ts
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2689663/profile
https://twitter.com/KansasCounties
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8-1569. Stopping, standing or parking outside 
of business or residence district. (a) Outside 
a business or residence district no person shall 
stop, park or leave standing any vehicle, whether 
attended or unattended, upon the roadway when it 
is practicable to stop, park or so leave such vehicle 
off the roadway, but in every event an unobstructed 
width of the highway opposite a standing vehicle 
shall be left for the free passage of other vehicles 
and a clear view of such stopped vehicle shall be 
available from a distance of two hundred (200) feet 
in each direction upon such highway.
(b) This section, K.S.A. 8-1571 and K.S.A. 
8-1572 shall not apply to the driver of any vehicle 
which is disabled in such manner and to such 
extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping and 
temporarily leaving the vehicle in such position.

8-1459. “Roadway” defined. “Roadway” means 
that portion of a highway improved, designed, 
or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive 
of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway 
includes two (2) or more separate roadways the 
term “roadway” as used herein shall refer to 
any such roadway separately but not to all such 
roadways collectively.

Parking off the road, but on the right-of-way.
The state legislature has realized that road right-
of-way should not be used for storage of vehicles. 
K..S.A. 8-1102 makes it illegal to leave a vehicle 
unattended on the right-of-way for more than 48 
hours. 

8-1101. Abandoning and leaving on highways; 
definitions. As used in this act: (a) «Public 
agency» means and includes the department of 
transportation, the Kansas turnpike authority, a 
county, city and township.
(b) “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle, or 
tractor trailer combination, which is self-propelled 
by which any person or property is or may be 
transported or drawn upon a highway except 
vehicles used exclusively upon stationary rails or 
tracks.
(c) “Highway” means the entire width between 
the boundary lines of every way publicly 
maintained when any part thereof is open to the 
use of the public for the purposes of vehicular 
travel.
(d) “Law enforcement officer” means and 
includes the Kansas highway patrol, police, sheriff, 

FIGURE 2. Vehicles parked on the roadway. 
This would be against the law in a rural area 
where off street parking is available.

FIGURE 1.  Unlicensed truck parked for 
months next to the road.
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 is our responsibility.
 At Union Pacific, safety always comes first.  
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We’re proud to support the Kansas Association  

of Counties Conference.
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THE NUMBERS ADD UP TO VALUE.

ANYONE CAN SELL 
YOU A MACHINE.

The real value is seen in the people, processes and 
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productivity of those machines for your operation.  If you’ve 
never had this conversation with your Foley Machine Sales 

and Product Support rep, it’s time.
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BUKATY COMPANIES

Contact: Andrew Hampson, 
Benefits Consultant
11221 Roe Ave. Ste. 200
Leawood, KS 66211
Phone: 888-657-0440

Bukaty Companies is the Exclusive Consultant for the 
Kansas Association of Counties Employee Benefit 
Trust! Through Bukaty Companies, members have 
access to specialized benefits and value added 
resources to effectively analyze and manage one of 
their single largest budget line items.

Employee Benefits: Voluntary Supplemental; 
Medical; Dental; and Ancillary Online enrollment, 
administration and employee education
Health Care Reform Guidance
HR Help Desk
FSA, HRA, HSA, COBRA
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• Kansas Open Records Act
• Engaging the Public
• State & County Issues

Comment: There was too much time in the exhibition hall. 
Too much down time on Wednesday afternoon.
The Exhibition featured 89 businesses or organizations. 
Many return year after year and only 12 were there for 
the first time. Their products and services represent 
many of the products and services you use to serve 
your county’s residents. Consider the exhibition as an 
additional opportunity to learn – like a mini-workshop. 
Take advantage of their knowledge and ask them 
questions about issues you face at home. While they are 
there hoping to bring you on as a new customer, they 
have a lot of knowledge they will share if you take the 
time to ask, and look for different perspectives from 
other similar businesses. 

Think about using down times or breaks to network with 
people from other counties. Ask how they solve some of 
the same questions that face you in your county. Use the 
conference in its entirety for worthwhile information that 
you can take home.

In addition, some our vendors requested a single day 
because they felt the old pattern with breakfast and a 
break in the exhibition hall wasn’t worth their time 
since participants were rushed to get to the next session 
and didn’t take time with them on that second day. We 
are also working on plans to shorten that time a bit by 
offering more workshops after lunch but prior to the 
Exhibition. 

We want to thank all of our vendors. In addition, a 
special thank you to the sponsors who helped to offset 
conference expenses. Sponsors included:

Foley Equipment who sponsored the Exhibition Vendor 
Showcase & Reception
Johnson County as Host Sponsor

The Victor L. Phillips Co. representatives were among 
several businesses who provided prizes for the vendor 
bingo game.

I enjoyed Mark Holland. I also liked the 
Exhibition being an open time. It was 
nice to visit with vendors without having 
to rush off to a breakout. I also enjoyed 
the opening with Randall Allen. I think he 
spoke right on point regarding websites and 
marketing of our communities.  
– Attendee Survey Respondent

Workers Compensation Insurance,
By Kansas Counties, For Kansas Counties

What does KWORCC provide for counties?

• Safety training & 
certification

• Stable premiums

• Trustees are county 
officials

• Trustees elected by 
counties

• Trustees oversee 
operations

• Quarterly reports to 
members

• Best claims practices

• Periodic safety 
inspections

• Combined purchasing 
power

• Owned by counties

Workers compensation insurance exclusively 
for Kansas counties since 1992.

www.kworcc.com 1-877-357-1069 continued next page
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who are vested with the power and authority 
of peace, police, and law enforcement, or those 
authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make 
arrests for violations of traffic regulations.

8-1102. Motor vehicle abandoned on public 
highway or property open to use by public; 
public agency may impound; disposition; 
motor vehicle abandoned on private property; 
criminal trespass; impounding and disposition 
of vehicle; notice; recovery from impoundment, 
requirements. (a) (1) A person shall not use the 
public highway to abandon vehicles or use the 
highway to leave vehicles unattended in such 
a manner as to interfere with public highway 
operations. When a person leaves a motor vehicle 
on a public highway or other property open to use 
by the public, the public agency having jurisdiction 
of such highway or other property open to use 
by the public, after 48 hours or when the motor 
vehicle interferes with public highway operations, 
may remove and impound the motor vehicle.  (The 
law is rather lengthy on procedures so not all is 
included here.)

Many citizens are unaware that a vehicle could 
be towed if parked on the right-of-way for more 
than 48 hours.  Violation of parking laws is a law 
enforcement matter. We don’t want anyone to be 
towed; it is a hassle for law enforcement as well as 
the owner. Most of the time citizens will cooperate 
and move their vehicles if they are advised that 
what they are doing is not safe or legal. I would 
suggest a phone call or letter saying that it is 
illegal to store vehicles on the right-of-way for 
more than 48 hours and they could be towed if not 
moved. I have a sample letter available for anyone 
interested. If the citizen declines to move their 
vehicle we may be forced to file a complaint with 
the Sheriff’s office. A visit from a deputy usually 
motivates an uncooperative citizen. As always, our 
reason for wanting vehicles moved off the right-of-
way is safety of the travelling public.  n

If you like roads, and who doesn’t, you might be 
interested in receiving my twice monthly email on 
current road issues. To receive these emails just 
send me an email request with your name and title 
to bowers@kansascounties.org. 

FIGURE 3. Parking on the road is a violation 
in a rural area if there is an option. 

http://www.foleyeq.com
mailto:bowers@kansascounties.org

