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FHWA/ARTBA LOCAL ROAD COORDINATOR REPORT
2026 KCHA Spring Conference
Hilton Garden Inn Hutchinson
1715 N Waldron Street,   Hutchinson, KS 67502
May 05 2026

MINK 2026 Conference

Conference Details:
· Date: September 16–17, 2026
· Location: St. Joseph, Missouri
· KCHA will not pay the MINK conference registration fee for KCHA members this year. 

Conference Planning:
· Planning conference calls will begin Thursday, May 7th to  determine agenda topics and secure speakers.  Please contact Evan McMillan, Lindsay Francis or myself if you have any suggestions for topics or speakers. We usually have 3 to 5 planning meetings.
· Presentation Details:
· 10 - 45-minute presentations.

Conference Registration Details:
· Opening Date: Most likely in July/August 2026
· Registration Fee:  Will be finalized during the planning meetings.  In 2025 the registration fee was $90.  
· KCHA will not cover the registration fee for KCHA county members as was the case in the past. We will ask Kristy from Missouri-LTAP to note this on the registration page as a reminder when registering.

Kansas Members on the MINK Planning Committee:
· Lindsay Francis (lfrancis@ku.edu)
· [bookmark: _Hlk228176007]Evan McMillan (emcmillan@rileycountyks.gov)
· Jim Brull (jbrull@lyoncountyks.gov)

U.S. Department of Transportation / FHWA 2026 

SS4A(Safe Streets and Roads for All) program funds: 
· 2026 Notice of Funding Opportunity. 
· Grants to prevent roadway fatalities and serious injuries
· To be awarded on a competitive basis to support planning, infrastructural, behavioral, and operational initiatives to prevent death and serious injury on roads and streets involving all roadway users, including pedestrians; bicyclists; public transportation, personal conveyance, and micromobility users; motorists; and commercial vehicle operators.
· Two main types of grants:
· Planning and Demonstration Grants
· to develop, complete, or supplement an Action Plan
· Implementation Grants
· Implement strategies or projects that are consistent with an existing Action Plan and may also bundle funding requests for supplemental planning
· The deadline for applications is May 26, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. Central time.
· Visit https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A for more information.

Update from Norbert Muhoz (Deputy Division Administrator for KS FHWA):
·         Thomas Nelson is serving a 30-day rotational assignment as Acting Executive Director of FHWA beginning Monday April 13 2026.  Thomas is currently the Director of Field Services – North with FHWA since March 2024.  He has held various key leadership positions including Division Administrator in Virginia and Kentucky Divisions.
·         Rick Marquis rotated off as Acting Executive Director at this time having served a 30 day assignment.
·         We have no word as to when a permanent Executive Director will be named.
·         FHWA has announced the next round of Every Day Counts.  EDC-8 is rolling out six powerful initiatives designed to help transportation agencies deliver projects faster, manage infrastructure smarter, and build safer, more efficient transportation.  Peer Exchanges are being planned for Fall 2026 to dive into each innovation and discover what’s possible to help bring those innovations to life.  Visit www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation for more information.
·         The 6 EDC-8 initiatives are:
o   Beyond Bid-Build: Innovative Project Delivery Methods
o   Integrated Digital Project Delivery
o   Subsurface Utility Engineering
o   UAS 2.0: Innovative Infrasturcture Management
o   Advancing Nighttime Work Zone Safety
o   Connected Corridors
·         On April 20, 2026, the Department of Transportation launched the Freedom to Drive Initiative to tackle the nation’s growing congestion problem.  The initiative supports maximizing existing roadway capacity, accelerating projects to alleviate congestion chokepoints, partnering with the private sector to leverage our infrastructure investments, and applying American technology and ingenuity.
	


Jim Brull
FHWA/ARTBA Representative
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